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SUBJECT : Gomment on Means Paper

1. The May 7 draft of the Means Paper is in my opinion an excellent
effort. However, I should like to maks the following specific comment:

(1) 1 note the absense of any proposed course of action in the
Niddle East. The situstion in the Middle Easst at the moment is
volatile and gould blow up in our faces at any moment 1f we are not
abls to find a solution of the UK-Egypt prodlem and the UK-Iren
problem. It would seem to me, therefore, that some action in thet

ares should be proposed; certalnly action is needed.
{2) PROPOSRD COURSES OF ACTION:

A. The launching of such an offensive would be & good idea,

I believs. However, the differances are idsalogical not economic

or military. They represent & life and death struggle for sur-
Yiwval. Such an offensive should be valuable for propagsanda
purposes and to that exient might influence the waverers away
from neutralism and toward the US, but I cannot for the life of
me ses how it would reduce East-West tensions (a.) or create an
atmosphere lesding to accomodation of US/USSR probvlems (f.).

On the other hand, 1 agree that it poesibly could accomplish

b. through e.

25X1C

{4) B. Another advantaga would be inoreased prestige in VWest
Germany for ourselves and our Jerman frisnds there.
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{6) 0. 1 {a), & further advantage is that it would give eur
Ruropean alliss a chance to earn thelr own dollars instead of heving
to raly upon the bounty of the US,

(7) I. It might also be desirable te mention NN idea  25X1A
of decumenting our way of life or ideoclogy t¢ serve as & wvshiocls for
attack on the Soviet ideology of dialectical materislism.

(8) . In final paragraph, page 24, ghlef emphasis should, I
balieve, be given to Kashmir. If I&ahmir blows up and there is
fighting between Pakistan and India, the deterioration in that srea
will s iremendous.
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(10) M, 2. One of the limiting factors is goinz to be the dirf-
fioulty in obtalning Congresalonsl epproval of eccess by Japan to US
markets, which is golng to be necessary if Japan is to develop into
& self-aupporting anti-fommuniat stronghold in the Far Zast.

] 25X1A
Chief, Political Branch
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